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Sir: 

INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 

Listed on accompanying Form PTO-1449 are documents that may be 
considered material to the examination of this application, in compliance with the duty 
of disclosure requirements of 37 C.F.R. §§ 1.56, 1.97 and 1.98. 

Where the publication date of a listed document does not provide a month of 
publication, the year of publication of the listed document is sufficiently earlier than 
the effective U.S. filing date and any foreign priority date so that the month of 
publication is not in issue. Applicants have listed publication dates on the attached 
PTO-1449 based on information presently available to the undersigned. However, the 
listed publication dates should not be construed as an admission that the information 
was actually published on the date indicated. 

Applicants reserve the right to establish the patentability of the claimed 
invention over any of the information provided herewith, and/or to prove that this 

information may not be prior art, and/or to prove that this information may not be 
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enabling for the teachings purportedly offered. 
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This statement should not be construed as a representation that a search has 
been made, or that information more material to the examination of the present patent 
application does not exist. The Examiner is specifically requested not to rely solely 
on the material submitted herewith. It is further understood that the Examiner will 
consider information that had been cited by or submitted to the U.S. Patent and 
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Trademark Office in a prior application relied on under 35 U.S.C. § 120. 1 138 OG 37, 
38 (May 19, 1992). 

Applicants have checked the appropriate boxes below. 

1. □ This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed within three 
months of the U.S. filing date OR before the mailing date of a first Office Action on 
the merits. No statement under 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) or fee is required. In the event, a 
first Office Action has been mailed prior to filing of the present Information 
Disclosure Statement, the Office is requested to treat the present paper s a submission 
under 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(c) and charge the undersigned's Deposit Account No. 14-1 140 
for the fee required by 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p). The present paper is submitted in 
duplicate for this purpose. 

2. [>3 This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three 
months after the U.S. filing date AND after the mailing date of the first Office Action 
on the merits, but before the mailing date of a Final Rejection or Notice of Allowance. 

a. □ I hereby state that each item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 
37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). 

b. □ I hereby state that no item of information in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to my knowledge 
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was known to any individual 
designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the 

' filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1 .97(e)(2). 

c. |EI Attached is our Check No. in the amount of $18000 in payment of 

the fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(p). 
3. □ This Information Disclosure Statement is being filed more than three 

months after the U.S. filing date and after the mailing date of a Final Rejection or 
Notice of Allowance, but before payment of the Issue Fee. It is hereby requested that 
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the Information Disclosure Statement be considered. Attached is our Check No. in 
the amount of $ in payment of the fee under 37 C.F.R. § 1.17(i). 

a. O I hereby state that each item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a 
foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not more than 
three months prior to the filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 
37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(1). 

b. □ I hereby state that no item of information in this Information 
Disclosure Statement was cited in a communication from a foreign 
patent office in a counterpart foreign application, and, to my knowledge 
after making reasonable inquiry, no item of information contained in this 
Information Disclosure Statement was known to any individual 
designated in 37 C.F.R. § 1.56(c) more than three months prior to the 
filing of this Information Disclosure Statement. 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e)(2). 

4. □ Relevance of the non-English language document(s) is discussed in the 

present specification. 

5 . 3 Some (but not all) of the documents were cited in a corresponding 
foreign application (EP00309922). An English language version of the foreign search 
report is attached for the Examiner's information. 

6. □ A concise explanation of the relevance of the non-English language 

document(s) appears below: 

7. 3 The Examiner's attention is directed to co-pending U.S. Patent 

Application No. 09/739,317, filed Dec. 19, 2000 which is directed to related technical 
subject matter. The identification of this U.S. Patent Application is not to be 
construed as a waiver of secrecy as to that application now or upon issuance of the 
present application as a patent. The Examiner is respectfully requested to consider the 
cited application and the art cited therein during examination. 

8. □ Copies of the documents were cited by or submitted to the Office in 
Application No. , filed , which is relied upon for an earlier filing date under 35 U.S.C. 
§ 120. Thus, copies of these documents are not attached. 37 C.F.R. § 1.98(d). 



-3- 



483945 



THOMPSON et al. 
Serial No. 09/589,200 

It is respectfully requested that the Examiner initial and return a copy of the 
enclosed PTO-1449, and to indicate in the official file wrapper of this patent 
application that the documents have been considered. 

The U.S. Patent and Trademark Office is hereby authorized to charge any fee 
deficiency, or credit any overpayment, to our Deposit Account No. 14-1 140 
referencing docket number 36-1494. 



Respectfully submitted, 




RYM:meu 

901 North Glebe Road, 11th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22203-1808 
Telephone: (703) 816-4000 
Facsimile: (703) 816-4100 
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FOREIGN PATENT DOCUMENTS 



DOCUMENT 



DATE 



COUNTRY 



TRANSLATION 
CLASS SUBCLASS YES NO 



OTHER DOCUMENTS (including Author, Title, Date, Pertinent pages, etc.) 



BRAIN ODGER SIMON THOMPSON: "Aspect-Oriented Process Engineering (ASOPE)" INTERNET DOCUMENT: 
CONFERENCEON OBJECT ORIENTED PROGRAMMING 1999, PROCEEDINGS OF THE ASPECT ORIENTED 
PROGRAMMATION WORKSHOP, 'Online! June 14-18, 1999; Lisbon, Portugal; _ 



EUROPEAN 



WILLEM JONKER "Workflow Management Systems and Cross-Organisational Logistics", INTERNET DOCUMENT: 
PROCEEDINGS OF THE WORKSHOP ON CROSS-ORGANISATIONAL WORKFLOW MANAGEMENT AND 
COORDINATION, 'Online! , February 22, 1999, San Francisco, USA. 



Gamma E. Helm, R. Johnson, R. & Vlissides, J. "Design Patterns: Elements of Reusable Object-Orientated Software" 
Addison-Wesley Professional Computing Series, Addison Wesley 1995. . 



Harker PT Ungar L.H., "A Market-based approach to workflow automation". Proceedings of NSF. Workshop on Workflows and 
Process Automation in Information Systems: State of the Art and Future Directio ns, May 8-10 1996. 



Jenninqs NR Faratin P. Johns on MJ. O'Brien P. and Wiegand ME, "Using Intelligent Agents to Manage Business Processes 

Ir f: PrCceeTngs of the First International Conference on the Practical Application of Intelligent Agents and Multi-Agent Technology 

(PAAM96). London, UK, 1996. The Practical Application Company Lt d., pp. 345-360. . 



Shepherdson J W Thompson S.G. Odgers, B.R. "Cross Organisational Workflow Coordinated by Software Agents", In: CEUR 
Workshop Proceedings No. 17 Cross-Organisational Workflow Management an d Co-ordination, 1999. 



ISchmidt R & Assmann, U. "Ext ending Aspect-Oriented Programming In Order To Flexibly Support Workflows" In: Proceedings of the 
S^^rien^riSraniming Workshop At ICSE '98 (Cristina Lopes et al - organizers); pgs. 1-6 (pgs. 42-47 of Proceedings); 1998, 

fhttp://www2.pare.rom^ 



"The Integrated Supply Chain Management Project', Enterprise Integration Laboratory Department of Industrial Engineering, 
University of Toronto; Nov. 8, 2000. . . ■ 



European Search Report for EP Appln. No. 00 30 9922. 



'Examiner 



Date Considered 



Examiner: Initial if reference considered whether or not citation is in conformance with MPEP 609; Draw line through citation if not in conformance and not c onsidered. Include 
copy of this form with next communication to application. . 
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